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Key challenges – short and long term 

• Investing in the right infrastructure to match macro-

economic and societal trends 

• Repurposing legacy infrastructure 

• Sustainable growth 

• Operational parameters altered due to climate 

change and adaptation 

• Operational parameters change due to 

technological advances in cargo types and 

shipping 

• Ports mirror the global economy 

• Ports represent an ongoing story of adaptation to 

and anticipation of forces/drivers beyond our 

control 

• In order to survive and grow in a changing world 

ports need to adapt and innovate 
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The Humber is the UK’s trading gateway 

 The front door of the Northern Economic 

Powerhouse 

 Handles 16% of UK maritime trade – more 

than 55 million tonnes of cargo (2017) 

 Circa 40,000 shipping movements per 

annum 

 Over 100 services per week to Europe - 

links with deep sea carriers 

 Widest range of cargo types and port 

services in UK 

 Offers 20 competing port operations  

 Strong connectivity to UK market 

 Pipeline of major investment in port 

infrastructure 
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 UK’s largest terminal dedicated to biomass handling with 

6Mt p.a. capacity 

 Investment of c.£130m 

 Conveyor systems to silo storage facilities and rail load 

out 

 New dedicated rail load out facilities 

 Explosion / fire detection systems 

 200kt storage capacity in 8 silos 

 Two dedicated continuous ship unloaders installed 

Immingham Renewable Fuels Terminal 

Continuous Ship Unloader 
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• The outlook of the ports 

sector; 

• Infrastructure and developing 

smart ports - next steps for 

interoperability, technology, 

innovation, future-proofing and 

decarbonisation; 

• International trade post-Brexit, 

customs and competitiveness; 

• Priorities for UK ports; and  

• Next steps for the UK ports 
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