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28 May 2014  

   

Dear Sir or Madam 
 
 
Marine Conservation Zones: Opportunity to discuss candidate sites for the 
second tranche 
 
I am writing to invite you to a meeting hosted by Defra to discuss Marine 
Conservation Zone (MCZ) proposal(s) in your area, which are under consideration 
for the second tranche of MCZ designations.   

MCZs are a type of Marine Protected Area. Powers to create them to contribute to a 
network of marine protected areas were provided in the Marine and Coastal Access 
Act 2009. MCZs protect nationally representative, rare and threatened habitats and 
species within our seas. They contribute to delivering an ecologically coherent 
network of marine protected areas to achieve the Government's vision of clean, 
healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas.  Unlike other 
marine protected areas, designation of MCZs has and will continue to take social 
and economic factors into account when identifying potential sites, alongside the 
best available scientific evidence. 
MCZs. 
 
In November 2013 we expanded the Marine Protected Areas network through the 
designation of the first tranche of 27 MCZs.  37 candidate sites have now been 
identified for the second tranche of MCZs. These have been identified primarily on 
the basis of their potential to fill the main ecological gaps in the network. Final 
decisions on which sites to propose for designation will be made later this year and 
be followed by a formal public consultation which is expected to take place in early 
2015. 
 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/


The 37 sites identified for the 2nd tranche are:  
 
 

 Allonby Bay  Bembridge 

 Bideford to Foreland Point  Celtic Deep 

 Compass Rose  Coquet to St Mary’s 

 Cromer Shoal Chalk Beds  Dover to Deal 

 Dover to Folkestone  East of Celtic Deep 

 Farnes East  Fulmar 

 Greater Haig Fras  Hartland Point to Tintagel 

 Holderness Inshore  Lands End 

 Mid St Georges Channel  Mounts Bay 

 Mud Hole  Newquay and The Gannel 

 Norris to Ryde  North of Lundy 

 North St Georges Channel  North West Jones Bank 

 Offshore Brighton  Offshore Overfalls 

 Runswick Bay  Slieve Na Griddle 

 South of Celtic Deep  South Rigg 

 Studland Bay  The Needles 

 The Swale Estuary  Utopia 

 West of Walney  Western Channel 

 Yarmouth to Cowes  

 
 
 
These ‘drop in’ sessions are an opportunity for you to understand the process for 
selecting the MCZ tranche 2 proposals and next steps before the public consultation. 
It also provides an opportunity for you to help us to verify information on activities 
within the site, and understand any potential site issues or concerns you may have. 
These particular sessions relate specifically to the Runswick Bay and Holderness 
Inshore sites, highlighted in the above list.  
 



The ‘drop-in sessions’ will take place on Thursday 29 May 2014 at the Green 
Lane Business Centre, Green Lane, Whitby YO22 4EH and:- 
 
Friday 30 May 2014 at the Hornsea Rescue Centre, Burton Road, Hornsea, 
HU18 1TZ 
 
between 11:00 am and 7 pm. 
 
You can chose to attend any of the following sessions which are best suited to you 
on the day, but please note that the timings are provisional. 
 
 Session 1 -  11:00 am 
 Session 2 -  2:00 pm 
 Session 3 - 4:00 pm 
 Session 4 - 6:00 pm 
 
If you require any further information on these sessions you can also speak to 
representatives from North Eastern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority on 
01482 393 515 or via email: ne-ifca@eastriding.gov.uk 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Nigel Gooding
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