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The Importance of the Humber 



Background 

Humber FRM Strategy  
approved 2007, published 
2008 

Set out approach to 
managing tidal risk over the 
next 100 years 
 

 

 

 



Progress since 2007 



2011 Strategy update 
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Needed to reflect key changes since the 

Strategy published 



5 December 2013 

The storm surge on 5th December 2013 we recorded some of the highest ever 
water levels on the estuary. 

Significant flooding with over 40km of defences overtopped, 2 breaches 
resulting in nearly 1200 properties and 7000 ha of land flooding. 
 



MPs Business Case 

A cross-party group of MPs put forward a case to 
Government to request £1.28bn 

 

SoS for the Environment response – work together to 
undertake a “comprehensive review” of the Humber 
Strategy 



Humber Strategy Comprehensive 
Review 

Review of the original 2007 Strategy to redefine the 
strategic approach to managing flood risk over the next 
100 years 

Working in close partnership with the Lead Local Flood 
Authorities 

Manage environmental implications 

Establish funding and investment to facilitate delivery.  
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Comprehensive Review context 

Complex estuary 
People, Agriculture, flood risk, environmental 
designations, major industry and infrastructure, need for 
funding  

Requirements 
Manage risk appropriately 

Deliverable 

Compliant with legislation 

Consider wider impacts on local & UK economy 

Takes advantage of wider opportunities 
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Comprehensive Review scope 

Many aspects to the Comprehensive Review 
Technical 

Economics 

Environmental 

Funding and Investment 

Communications and Engagement 

Outputs  
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Jan 2017 Mar 2017 Jun 2017 Oct 2017 Jan 2018 Mar 2018 Jun 2018 Oct 2018 Jan 2019 Apr 2019 Jul 2019 

Modelling 

Options Assessment 

Funding 

Formal Consultation 

Liaison Forum 

Task and finish groups. 

Options Workshops 

Stakeholder meetings 

LPRG 
Submission 

Defra 
Submission 

Engagement 

Officer Group  
& wider governance 



2021 
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Comprehensive review 

Scheme development 

Modelling 

output 

Submit to Government 

for approval  

Consented 6 year programme 

Approvals 

Scope 

development & 

procurement 

First draft of 

prioritised list 



The current 6 year programme 



Our key schemes 

Skeffling 

Managed Realignment site to create compensatory habitat. 
Local community will also benefit from improved flood 
defences 

Joint EA/ ABP scheme 

 

Humber Hull Frontages 

Reduce tidal risk to around 113,000 properties 

Construction start due to commence in Spring 2018 and be 
completed by end of 2020 

 

 



Our key schemes cont. 

South Ferriby 

A scheme to improve the standard of protection to the village 
of South Ferriby, Cemex, and the surrounding area. 

Community events and engagement ongoing throughout 
December. 

 

Barton & New Holland 

A scheme to improve the standard of protection to the village 
of Barton and the surrounding area. 

There are funding challenges for this scheme 

 

 

 



Other key work 

Landscape & Investment Study 

 
 

 



Other key work 

Water for Farmers and Wildlife 

 



Other key work cont. 

Defence Integrity 
 

 



Other key work cont. 

Water Level project 

The flooding on 5th December changed our understanding of 
risk around the estuary. 

Interim levels developed post 2013 now working on  
developing robust and defendable water level profile for the 
estuary and its tidal tributaries. 

The project will inform significant amounts of future capital 
investment. 

 

Dynamic Humber 

Models the impact of flood risk management works on in-
channel water levels. 

Assesses the impact of flood storage solutions and the 
delivery of defence raising. 

 

 



The future 

Lots going on 

Further improved understanding of tidal flood risk 

Strong partnership working 

A new strategic approach to managing tidal risk in place 
and agreed by all partners 

Investment of £86m by 2021 


